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Board of Adjustment  
Case Report   
 
 

 
 
 Case File: A-34-15 
 
 Property Address: 710 & 720 North Person Street 
 
 Property Owner: Governor’s Square Condominium Homeowners Association, Inc. 
 
 Project Contact: Katherine King 
  
Nature of Case:  A request for a variance from	
  the	
  prohibition	
  on	
  ground	
  signs	
  and	
  

freestanding	
  signs	
  set	
  forth	
  in	
  the	
  Oakwood	
  Mordecai	
  Business	
  District	
  
Streetscape	
  Plan	
  to	
  allow	
  for	
  the	
  construction	
  of	
  two	
  freestanding	
  Tract	
  
ID	
  signs	
  and	
  a	
  variance	
  from	
  Section	
  10-­‐2083.2	
  of	
  the	
  Part	
  10	
  Zoning	
  
Code	
  to	
  allow	
  for	
  the	
  inclusion	
  of	
  the	
  development’s	
  logo	
  on	
  an	
  
information	
  sign	
  on	
  a	
  1.34	
  acre	
  property	
  zoned	
  Neighborhood	
  Business	
  
and	
  Pedestrian	
  Business	
  Overlay	
  District	
  located	
  at	
  710	
  and	
  720	
  North	
  
Person	
  Street.	
  

	
  
   710 & 720 North Person Street – Location Map 
 
 

City of Raleigh 
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 To BOA: 5-11-15 
 
 Staff Coordinator: Eric S. Hodge, AICP 
 
 
 
             ZONING 
 DISTRICTS: Neighborhood Business and Pedestrian Business Overlay District 
 

 
710 & 720 North Person Street – Zoning Map 
 

 
VARIANCE STANDARDS:  In accordance with UDO §10.2.10 Variance, before a variance request is  
         granted, the Board of Adjustment shall show all of the following:   
 
 
  To Legalize the Existing Structure: 
 

1. Unnecessary hardship would result from the strict application of 
the ordinance.  It shall not be necessary to demonstrate that, in the 
absence of the variance, no reasonable use can be made of the 
property.   

  

2. The hardship results from conditions that are peculiar to the property, 
such as location, size or topography.  Hardships resulting from 

http://library.municode.com/HTML/10312/level4/COCOTA_PT10PLDE_CH2ZO_ARTIAPVASPUSPENNF.html#COCOTA_PT10PLDE_CH2ZO_ARTIAPVASPUSPENNF_S10-2141QUDIEVHECOBOADCO
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personal circumstances, as well as hardships resulting from conditions 
that are common to the neighborhood or the general public, may not be 
the basis for granting a variance.   

 

3. The hardship did not result from actions taken by the applicant or the 
property owner.  The act of purchasing property with knowledge that 
circumstances exist that may justify the granting of a variance shall not 
be regarded as a self-created hardship. 

 

4. The requested variance is consistent with the spirit, purpose and intent 
of the ordinance, such that public safety is secured and substantial 
justice is achieved. 

 

Part 10 Zoning Code:  Section 10-2083.2 
Product and Information Signs.  

Product signs and information signs shall meet all of the following standards:  

(1) 
A product sign or information sign may not exceed six (6) square feet in area, except in the case of 
information signs for a multi-establishment campus. Individual information signs for any multi-
establishment campus may be a maximum of fourteen (14) square feet in area with a maximum 
height of three-and-one-half (3½) feet and a maximum width of four (4) feet; further, one (1) 
primary information sign may be located at each major entrance; provided that, no such sign shall 
be closer than one hundred (100) feet to the public right-of-way, and not exceed a maximum of 
thirty-five (35) square feet in area, a maximum height of seven (7) feet, and a maximum width of 
five (5) feet.  

(2) 
The total area of sign for all product and information signs located on any premise does not exceed 
thirty-two (32) square feet; provided that the total allowable sign area for information signs which 
are part of a multi-establishment campus may be increased in accordance with the following:  
a. 

Thirty-two (32) square feet per major entrance drive for any multi-establishment campus with 
three (3) or more major entrances from a commercial street meeting City standards or a 
thoroughfare; and  

b. 
Ten (10) square feet for each acre in excess of ten (10) acres of the multi-establishment 
campus.  

(3) 
No commercial message, ;i© .....i;, announcement, or decoration is located on the information sign 
other than instruction or direction to the public.  

(4) 
The product sign is attached directly to either the dispensary structure or the product and is not 
located in any residential district.  

(5) 
An information sign when located in a residential district is located on the same premises as a 
residential institution.  
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• Diagram: Residential Information Sign 
Standards  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Oakwood Mordecai Business District Streetscape Plan: 

https://www.municode.com/Api/CD/StaticCodeContent?productId=10312&fileName=10-2083.2-10.png
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